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Video	
  –	
  Tijuana	
  Deported	
  Moms	
  
Struggle	
  to	
  Reunite	
  with	
  Kids	
  

	
  
hPp://newamericamedia.org/2012/10/in-­‐
Vjuana-­‐deported-­‐moms-­‐struggle-­‐to-­‐reunite-­‐
with-­‐kids.php	
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2012	
  ElecVon	
  as	
  Game	
  Changer	
  

www.firsBocus.net	
   3	
  

Immigrants	
  in	
  
Florida,	
  Nevada,	
  
Virginia,	
  and	
  
Colorado	
  deliver	
  key	
  
votes	
  for	
  President	
  
Obama	
  



Changing	
  Poli'cal	
  Calculus	
  :	
  La'no	
  Voter	
  
Turnout	
  efforts	
  

Mi	
  Familia	
  Vota,	
  My	
  Faith	
  My	
  Vote,	
  and	
  other	
  voter	
  registraVon	
  and	
  
turnout	
  drives	
  made	
  a	
  difference	
  in	
  turnout	
  across	
  the	
  country	
  



What’s	
  at	
  Stake?	
  
•  Children	
  of	
  immigrants	
  now	
  comprise	
  one	
  quarter	
  of	
  all	
  
children	
  in	
  the	
  U.S.	
  and	
  represent	
  fastest	
  growing	
  
segment	
  of	
  child	
  populaVon	
  	
  

•  5.5	
  million	
  children,	
  4.5	
  million	
  of	
  whom	
  are	
  U.S.	
  
ciVzens,	
  have	
  at	
  least	
  one	
  undocumented	
  parent	
  

•  Between	
  July	
  1,	
  2010	
  and	
  September	
  30,	
  2012,	
  nearly	
  
205,000	
  parents	
  of	
  U.S.	
  ciVzen	
  children	
  were	
  deported	
  

•  In	
  2011,	
  Applied	
  Research	
  Center	
  esVmates	
  that	
  5,100	
  
children	
  currently	
  reside	
  in	
  the	
  child	
  welfare	
  system	
  due	
  
to	
  their	
  parent’s	
  detenVon	
  or	
  deportaVon	
  

	
  
www.firsJocus.net	
  5	
   5	
  



A	
  Perfect	
  Storm	
  –	
  	
  
Majority	
  Support	
  for	
  CIR	
  

•  Voters	
  rejected	
  the	
  non-­‐soluVons	
  of	
  ‘self	
  deportaVon’	
  and	
  anV-­‐
immigrant	
  laws	
  proposed	
  by	
  state	
  legislators	
  

According	
  to	
  a	
  First	
  Focus	
  Research	
  post-­‐elecVon	
  poll,	
  Nov	
  2013:	
  
•  Majority	
  of	
  voters	
  (4-­‐1)	
  support	
  federal	
  investments	
  in	
  children,	
  

including	
  reducing	
  child	
  poverty,	
  expanding	
  health	
  insurance	
  for	
  
children,	
  and	
  nearly	
  70%	
  support	
  passage	
  of	
  the	
  DREAM	
  Act	
  

According	
  to	
  Gallup	
  Poll	
  taken	
  in	
  Feb	
  2013:	
  
•  7	
  out	
  of	
  10	
  would	
  vote	
  for	
  a	
  pathway	
  to	
  ciVzenship	
  for	
  

undocumented	
  immigrants	
  now	
  living	
  in	
  this	
  country.	
  
An	
  unlikely	
  coali'on	
  of	
  faith,	
  law	
  enforcement,	
  and	
  business	
  is	
  

now	
  pressing	
  their	
  fellow	
  conserva'ves	
  to	
  embrace	
  
immigra'on	
  reform.	
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“Silicon	
  Valley	
  and	
  Immigrant	
  Groups	
  Find	
  
Common	
  Cause”	
  

	
  New	
  alliance	
  between	
  tech	
  
industry	
  and	
  immigraVon	
  group	
  
born	
  out	
  of	
  2012	
  elecVon	
  and	
  
rising	
  influence	
  of	
  Hispanic	
  
voters.	
  

	
  
Video	
  –	
  UC	
  Berkeley	
  Match	
  Club	
  

President	
  as	
  DREAM	
  Act	
  Spokesperson	
  
hPp://www.sfgate.com/poliVcs/arVcle/UC-­‐

student-­‐takes-­‐Dream-­‐Act-­‐case-­‐to-­‐
YouTube-­‐4280664.php	
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Steve	
  Case,	
  an	
  AOL	
  founder,	
  met	
  with	
  
President	
  Obama	
  last	
  week	
  to	
  push	
  for	
  
more	
  work	
  visas	
  (NY	
  Times,	
  Feb	
  13,	
  
2013)	
  



•  FY2012	
  ICE	
  announced	
  record	
  number	
  of	
  deportaVons	
  
(409,849).	
  	
  	
  
– A	
  quarter	
  of	
  these	
  deportaVon	
  are	
  of	
  parents	
  of	
  US	
  
ciVzens.	
  	
  

– Prosecutorial	
  discreVon	
  conVnues	
  to	
  be	
  rarely	
  
exercised.	
  

–  ICE	
  quota	
  system	
  for	
  deportaVon	
  
•  MigraVon	
  Policy	
  InsVtute	
  report	
  shows	
  US	
  spends	
  24%	
  
more	
  on	
  immigraVon	
  enforcement	
  than	
  all	
  other	
  
federal	
  criminal	
  law	
  enforcement	
  agencies	
  (DEA,	
  FBI,	
  
Secret	
  Service,	
  etc.)	
  combined.	
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Growth	
  Industry:	
  ImmigraVon	
  
Enforcement	
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Increased	
  number	
  of	
  
unaccompanied	
  alien	
  children	
  

•  Increased	
  numbers	
  of	
  
unaccompanied	
  alien	
  
ciVzens	
  entering	
  the	
  US	
  –	
  
14,000	
  to	
  date	
  for	
  FY2012	
  	
  

•  Profile	
  of	
  UAC	
  have	
  
changed	
  with	
  children	
  
entering	
  care	
  with	
  higher	
  
incidences	
  of	
  trauma,	
  
increasing	
  complex	
  needs)	
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•  Deferred	
  AcVon	
  for	
  Childhood	
  Arrivals	
  (DACA)	
  shows	
  
200,000	
  approved	
  as	
  of	
  2/15/13	
  report.	
  	
  	
  

•  Jan	
  2013	
  new	
  regulaVon	
  allows	
  certain	
  immediate	
  
relaVves	
  of	
  US	
  ciVzens	
  to	
  file	
  a	
  waiver	
  for	
  unlawful	
  
presence	
  and	
  await	
  a	
  decision	
  while	
  residing	
  in	
  the	
  US	
  
prior	
  to	
  consular	
  processing.	
  

•  Failed	
  reauthorizaVon	
  of	
  Violence	
  Against	
  Women	
  Act	
  
(VAWA)	
  in	
  2012;	
  Senate	
  Passes	
  VAWA	
  Act	
  of	
  2013	
  in	
  
February	
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Changing	
  NaVonal	
  ImmigraVon	
  Policies	
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Jan	
  28	
  Proposal	
  from	
  Gang	
  of	
  Eight	
  
Bi-­‐ParVsan	
  Senate	
  CommiPee:	
  Durbin	
  (D-­‐IL),	
  McCain	
  (R-­‐AZ),	
  

Schumer	
  (D-­‐NY),	
  Graham	
  (R-­‐SC),	
  Menendez	
  (D-­‐NJ),	
  Rubio	
  (R-­‐
FL),	
  Bennet	
  (D-­‐CO),	
  and	
  Flake	
  (R-­‐AZ)	
  

•  Under	
  plan,	
  most	
  undocumented	
  immigrants	
  can	
  apply	
  to	
  
become	
  permanent	
  residents,	
  but	
  only	
  a6er	
  certain	
  border	
  
enforcement	
  measure	
  had	
  been	
  accomplished.	
  

•  CreaVon	
  of	
  a	
  commission	
  of	
  governors,	
  law	
  enforcement	
  
officials,	
  and	
  community	
  leaders	
  from	
  border	
  states	
  that	
  
would	
  assess	
  when	
  border	
  security	
  measures	
  completed.	
  

•  Require	
  an	
  exit	
  system	
  in	
  place	
  for	
  tracking	
  departures	
  of	
  
foreigners.	
  

•  Offer	
  major	
  exempVons	
  for	
  DREAMers,	
  giving	
  them	
  faster	
  
path	
  to	
  ciVzenship	
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Obama	
  ImmigraVon	
  Vision	
  	
  
	
  1.  Strengthen	
  borders.	
  

2.  Crack	
  down	
  on	
  companies	
  that	
  hire	
  
undocumented	
  workers.	
  

3.  Hold	
  undocumented	
  immigrants	
  accountable	
  
before	
  they	
  can	
  earn	
  their	
  ciVzenship	
  (pay	
  taxes	
  
and	
  penalty,	
  learn	
  English,	
  and	
  pass	
  background	
  
checks).	
  

4.  Streamline	
  legal	
  system	
  for	
  families,	
  workers,	
  and	
  
employers.	
  

Main	
  difference	
  between	
  Senate	
  and	
  President’s	
  plan	
  
is	
  path	
  to	
  ciVzenship	
  conVngent	
  on	
  stricter	
  
border	
  controls.	
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•  What	
  does	
  secured	
  
border	
  mean?	
  

•  Path	
  to	
  ciVzenship	
  vs.	
  
legal	
  status	
  

•  Same-­‐sex	
  couples	
  
•  Controlling	
  future	
  
flow	
  

•  Guest	
  worker	
  
programs	
  

	
  

Several	
  Major	
  Hurdles	
  Ahead	
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Analysis	
  of	
  the	
  principle	
  released	
  from	
  the	
  President	
  
and	
  the	
  Gang	
  of	
  Eight	
  noted	
  agreements	
  on	
  
several	
  priority	
  issues:	
  

•  Inclusive	
  roadmap	
  to	
  ciVzenship	
  (for	
  both	
  
undocumented	
  children	
  and	
  undocumented	
  
parents)	
  

•  Expedited	
  ciVzenship	
  roadmap	
  for	
  DREAM’ers	
  
•  Modernizing	
  family	
  immigraVon	
  (eliminate	
  backlog	
  
and	
  extensive	
  waiVng	
  period)	
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“Children	
  have	
  much	
  to	
  gain	
  from	
  
Comprehensive	
  ImmigraVon	
  Reform”	
  



Key	
  Issues	
  
for	
  First	
  
Focus	
  

•  PrioriVzing	
  children’s	
  best	
  interest	
  in	
  family-­‐
sponsored	
  immigraVon	
  and	
  enforcement	
  
reform	
  

•  ProtecVon	
  children	
  from	
  immigraVon	
  
enforcement	
  	
  

•  Access	
  to	
  health	
  care	
  and	
  basic	
  needs.	
  www.firsBocus.net	
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Principles	
  for	
  Children	
  in	
  ImmigraVon	
  Reform	
  
•  A	
  direct,	
  clear	
  and	
  reasonable	
  pathway	
  to	
  ciVzenship	
  
•  ProtecVon	
  and	
  promoVon	
  of	
  children’s	
  fundamental	
  
rights	
  

•  Ensure	
  that	
  enforcement	
  efforts	
  have	
  appropriate	
  
protecVons	
  for	
  children	
  

•  Keep	
  families	
  together	
  
Dra6ed	
  by	
  First	
  Focus	
  and	
  Women’s	
  Refugee	
  
Commission	
  with	
  endorsements	
  by	
  numerous	
  
naVonal	
  and	
  state	
  organizaVons.	
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What	
  are	
  forms	
  of	
  	
  
immigraVon	
  relief?	
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•  Asylum	
  
•  Special	
  Immigrant	
  Juvenile	
  Status	
  
•  Temporary	
  Protected	
  Status	
  
•  U-­‐Visas,	
  T-­‐Visas,	
  VAWA	
  
•  DACA	
  
•  Family	
  Sponsorship	
  
•  Prosecutorial	
  DiscreVon	
  
	
  



What	
  is	
  “DACA”?	
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•  On	
  June	
  15,	
  2012,	
  the	
  Obama	
  AdministraVon	
  
announced	
  that	
  it	
  would	
  not	
  deport	
  certain	
  
undocumented	
  persons	
  who	
  entered	
  the	
  U.S.	
  as	
  
children.	
  	
  	
  

•  While	
  deferred	
  acVon	
  does	
  not	
  provide	
  a	
  pathway	
  to	
  
gevng	
  lawful	
  permanent	
  resident	
  status	
  (a	
  
greencard)	
  or	
  ciVzenship,	
  it	
  will	
  allow	
  young	
  people	
  
to	
  remain	
  in	
  the	
  U.S.	
  and	
  apply	
  for	
  a	
  work	
  
authorizaVon	
  document	
  from	
  the	
  government	
  that	
  
enVtles	
  them	
  to	
  legally	
  work	
  in	
  the	
  U.S.	
  



About	
  California’s	
  SB1064	
  (deLeon)	
  
1.  Authorize	
  the	
  court	
  to	
  provide	
  an	
  extension	
  in	
  the	
  family	
  reunificaVon	
  

period	
  
2.  Prohibit	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  immigraVon	
  status	
  as	
  a	
  disqualifying	
  factor	
  in	
  

evaluaVng	
  placement	
  of	
  a	
  child	
  with	
  a	
  relaVve.	
  	
  Authorize	
  use	
  of	
  a	
  
relaVve’s	
  foreign	
  consulate	
  id	
  card	
  or	
  passport	
  to	
  be	
  used	
  to	
  iniVate	
  
criminal	
  records	
  or	
  fingerprint	
  clearance	
  

3.  Require	
  CDSS	
  to	
  provide	
  guidance	
  to	
  social	
  workers	
  on	
  referring	
  children	
  
eligible	
  for	
  immigraVon	
  relief	
  opVons	
  like	
  Special	
  Immigrant	
  Juvenile	
  
Status	
  to	
  receive	
  assistance	
  in	
  acquiring	
  protecVve	
  status	
  

4.  Require	
  CDSS	
  to	
  provide	
  guidance	
  to	
  counVes	
  to	
  establish	
  MOUs	
  with	
  
appropriate	
  foreign	
  consulates	
  in	
  child	
  custody	
  cases	
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About	
  AB2015	
  “Calls	
  for	
  Kids”	
  (Mitchell)	
  

•  Require	
  law	
  enforcement	
  officers	
  to	
  ask	
  
whether	
  an	
  arrestee	
  is	
  a	
  parent	
  or	
  primary	
  
caregiver,	
  an	
  dif	
  so,	
  inform	
  them	
  of	
  their	
  right	
  
to	
  make	
  two	
  phone	
  calls	
  

•  Require	
  this	
  rights	
  be	
  explained	
  in	
  the	
  
arrestees	
  primary	
  language	
  

•  Require	
  signs	
  of	
  this	
  right	
  be	
  posted	
  
prominently	
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Federal	
  and	
  State	
  LegislaVon	
  

•  HELP	
  for	
  Separated	
  Children’s	
  Act	
  (Franken	
  S	
  1399/
Woolsey,	
  HR	
  2607)	
  

•  Help	
  Separated	
  Families	
  Act	
  (Roybal-­‐Allard,	
  HR	
  6128)	
  
•  California	
  “Call	
  for	
  Kids	
  Act”	
  (Mitchell	
  AB	
  2015)	
  &	
  
“ReuniVng	
  Immigrant	
  Families	
  Act”	
  (de	
  León	
  SB	
  
1064):	
  signed	
  into	
  law	
  Oct	
  1,	
  2012	
  

•  ReplicaVon	
  Efforts	
  of	
  SB1064	
  in	
  Arizona,	
  Michigan,	
  
Illinois,	
  and	
  New	
  York	
  

www.firstfocus.net 



Five	
  Myths	
  about	
  the	
  ImmigraVon	
  ‘line’	
  	
  
1.  There	
  is	
  one	
  line	
  
2.  Anyone	
  can	
  get	
  in	
  line.	
  
3.  Once	
  you	
  are	
  in	
  line,	
  the	
  wait	
  is	
  not	
  too	
  

long.	
  
4.  If	
  you	
  broke	
  the	
  law,	
  it’s	
  only	
  fair	
  that	
  

you	
  go	
  to	
  the	
  back	
  of	
  line.	
  
5.  There’s	
  no	
  way	
  to	
  make	
  the	
  line	
  shorter.	
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What	
  can	
  you	
  do?	
  

www.firstfocus.net 

• 	
  Host	
  a	
  webinar	
  
• PresentaVons	
  at	
  Schools	
  of	
  Social	
  
Work,	
  Law	
  Schools,	
  and	
  Journalism	
  
Schools	
  
• Join	
  forces	
  with	
  children’s	
  group	
  



Educate	
  LegislaVve	
  Leaders	
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“DeportaVon’s	
  ForgoPen	
  Children:	
  The	
  HELP	
  Separated	
  Families	
  
Act	
  will	
  help	
  end	
  the	
  suffering	
  that	
  our	
  broken	
  system	
  causes	
  
children	
  and	
  immigrant	
  families	
  who	
  are	
  torn	
  apart,”	
  by	
  
RepresentaVves	
  Karen	
  Bass	
  and	
  Lucille	
  Roybal-­‐Allard,	
  Los	
  
Angeles	
  Times	
  Op	
  Ed,	
  Feb	
  11,	
  2013	
  



First	
  Focus	
  Policy	
  Resources	
  
Children	
  in	
  Harm’s	
  Way:	
  Criminal	
  JusVce,	
  ImmigraVon	
  Enforcement,	
  and	
  Child	
  

Welfare	
  (Sentencing	
  Project/First	
  Focus,	
  Jan	
  2013).	
  	
  
	
  
Falling	
  Through	
  the	
  Cracks:	
  The	
  Impact	
  of	
  ImmigraVon	
  Enforcement	
  on	
  

Children	
  Caught	
  up	
  in	
  the	
  Child	
  Welfare	
  System	
  (ImmigraVon	
  Policy	
  
Center/First	
  Focus	
  Fact	
  Check,	
  Dec	
  2012)	
  

	
  
Big	
  Ideas:	
  Children	
  in	
  the	
  Southwest	
  (First	
  Focus,	
  July	
  2012)	
  including	
  

“Families	
  in	
  the	
  Frontline	
  –	
  How	
  ImmigraVon	
  Advocates	
  can	
  build	
  a	
  bridge	
  	
  
between	
  the	
  immigrant	
  and	
  child	
  welfare	
  systems	
  “	
  by	
  Lindsay	
  Marshall,	
  
The	
  Florence	
  Project	
  	
  

	
  
Caught	
  Between	
  Systems:	
  	
  The	
  IntersecVon	
  of	
  ImmigraVon	
  and	
  Child	
  Welfare	
  

Systems	
  (First	
  Focus,	
  2010)	
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